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Statement on Earth Day
April 20, 2007

As we observe the 38th Earth Day this
Sunday, we celebrate the rich blessings of
our Nation’s natural resources, and we
renew our commitment to protecting our
environment so we leave our children and
grandchildren a flourishing land.

By encouraging cooperative conservation,
innovation, and new technologies, my ad-
ministration has compiled a strong environ-
mental record. This Earth Day, harmful air
pollutant levels are down more than 10 per-
cent since 2001. Millions more Americans
are drinking cleaner, safer water. We have
removed hazardous fuels from more than
19 million acres of Federal land. We have
created, restored, or protected more than
2.5 million acres of wetlands, and we have
conserved almost 200 million of acres of
habitat through farm bill conservation pro-
grams. And we are taking positive steps
to confront the important challenge of cli-
mate change. Our work is not done. We

The President’s Radio Address
April 20, 2007

Good morning. This week, the thoughts
and prayers of millions of Americans are
with the victims of the Virginia Tech at-
tacks. We mourn promising lives cut short,
we pray for the wounded, and we send
our love to those who are hurting.

The day after the attack, Laura and I
attended a memorial service on the campus
in Blacksburg. We met with faculty mem-
bers who lost students and colleagues and
shared hugs with grieving moms and dads,
including parents who had lost their only
child. We offered what words of comfort
we could, and we were moved by the soli-
darity and strength of spirit we found. We
wanted everyone at the university to know

also have a responsibility to pass on to fu-
ture generations our commitment to the
environment.

To do so, we must ensure that future
generations have a strong connection to na-
ture. This will require working together to
protect and conserve not only nationally
significant natural wonders but also local
parks, ponds, and working lands where par-
ents and mentors can teach young people
about the outdoors through recreational ac-
tivities such as fishing, hunting, biking, and
nature watching. And we must also encour-
age Americans of all ages to get involved
in conservation-related volunteer activities.

I call on all Americans to commemorate
this Earth Day by recommitting to being
good stewards of our land and oceans.
When we do so, we take an important step
forward to a more vibrant future for our
country.

that this tragedy saddened our entire Na-
tion and that the American people stand
with them in an hour of darkness.

We can never fully understand what
would cause a student to take the lives
of 32 innocent people. What we do know
is that this was a deeply troubled young
man, and there were many warning signs.
Our society continues to wrestle with the
question of how to handle individuals
whose mental health problems can make
them a danger to themselves and to others.

Colleges and State and local officials are
now confronting these issues, and the Fed-
eral Government will help. I've asked top
officials at the Departments of Education,
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Justice, and Health and Human Services
to provide the Virginia Tech community
with whatever assistance we can and to par-
ticipate in a review of the broader ques-
tions raised by this tragedy.

I have directed these officials to travel
to communities across our Nation to meet
with educators, mental health experts, and
State and local officials. I have asked the
Secretary of Health and Human Services,
Mike Leavitt, to summarize what they learn
and report back to me with recommenda-
tions about how we can help to avoid such
tragedies.

This week at Virginia Tech, we saw a
glimpse of humanity at its worst, and we
also saw humanity at its best. We learned
of students who risked their own safety to
tend to wounded classmates. We heard of
a teacher who used his body to barricade
a classroom door and gave his life so his
students could escape through windows.
And we saw the good people of Blacksburg
embrace victims of this tragedy and help
their neighbors endure and heal and hope.

That hope was expressed in a letter writ-
ten by a Virginia Tech graduate shortly
after the attack. He wrote: “Today there
is pain everywhere in our community and
our hearts are troubled. Yet I am certain
our university will persevere.” He contin-

ued, “Evil can never succeed, not while
there are men and women like the people
of Virginia Tech, who reach every day for
success and endeavor for the improvement
of the human condition across the planet.”

This week, we reflect on what has been
lost and comfort those enduring a profound
grief. And somehow we know that a bright-
er morning will come. We know this be-
cause together Americans have overcome
many evils and found strength through
many storms. And we know there will be
a day, as promised in Scripture, when evil
will meet its reckoning and when every tear
shall be wiped away.

May God bless those who mourn, and
may God bless our wonderful country.
Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7 a.m.
on April 20 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
April 21. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on April
20. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address. The proclamation of April 17, hon-
oring the victims of the shootings at Virginia
Tech, is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Statement on the Death of Representative Juanita Millender-McDonald

April 22, 2007

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the
death of Congresswoman Juanita Millender-
McDonald of California. She was a dedi-
cated public servant who tirelessly and hon-
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orably served her country for many years.
We hold Rep. Millender-McDonald’s fam-
ily, friends, staff, and constituents in our
thoughts and prayers.
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